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By Barton Reppertt
I.swc(qled Press .
‘WASHINGTON — The cditor of a
controversial best seller on Cold War
espionage, The Penkovsky Papers,
now acknowlrdues that he obtained
the basic materjals for the book from-
theCla. -+ 7 i _
At the same time, Frank Gibney
contends that the papers ascribed 10.
spy Oleg V. Penkovsky werce fully
authentic, and he denies that their
disclosure was part of “some bzhind-
the-scencs CIA publishing projzct or
p)(,t," . N 'l‘ --,v -4,»* .
Gibney's statemetits caiaz in the
preface to anew paperbuck edition of
the Penkovsky boak, which had pro-
voed angry denvneiaias from the
Kremiin -~ 'as weil @5 skepticiem
airong v
whea it or
19485,

ginally was publighe.} in
S Y

GRU, thie Soviet :nilitary espionage
apparctus and wha szrved as an
ggent for US. and British intcili-
gence during a 16-month pericd in
1961 zud 1962, e was arrested by the

" Sovier KGD security police in Ocim
bor 1662 and was executed the next
year after a trial in Mcscow.

<At his trial, Penkovsky confessad
to passing to the West juore than
5600 microfilmed pages of highly
classified Gacuments on Soviet waap-
onry, militery strategy, political in-
tentions and espiotoge eperations.

The Penkovsky Papers combined
relatively dry, expository maotcrial
with a series of personal observa
tions harshly critical of the Soviet
sy. ere and Kremlin leadership.

For example, Peakovsky was quot-
¢d as declurins ihat Premier Nikita S.
Ehrushehev hoeaded e goverament
of adventurers. They are deme
gogs and liars, covering thest-

cclves with the hanner of the strug-
gle for peace. .. TRuow that thelead-

ers of our Sovict state are the willing
§ - gy 1Y
provocatatts of an atomic war.”,
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“In' 1976, a” Senaté Intelligence

Committee report said The Pe.:ovs-
ky ‘Papers'was a ClA book pubi- ed.
“for operational.reasons.” The cum-,
mittee said, “The book waj prepared .
and vritten by witting agency assts.
who drew on actual case matevials.” .
_When the" book originuily .ctune,
out, in 1965, an introduction by Gib-
ney made ‘no mention ¢f the ClA's.
role and said only that the Penkovs-

Ky materials had been “smuggled out

of the Soviet Union ... in’highly’

anonymous circwmstances.” 1.

“But in his preface 1o the new Bal-

lantine Books. paperback ; edition,

Gibney confirms that “when 1 first’
Jooked at the materials from which -
the papzrs were selected, they were

in the possession.of the Ceniral Intel-
ligence Agency.” -0 St

He .explained that “some of the
maieriil wes in-the forit of tran-
scriptions of interview scisions that:
Penkovsky had had vith British and-

Americen intelligence officers. 1 also
heard scme recordings of Penkovs-
ky's voice. A large portion, however,
consisted of notes either typed or
handsvrittén by Penkovsky — much
of which he had sent out on micro-

“The fact that these papers were in
the possession of the ClA'in no wgj

invalidated their authenticity,” said
Gibney, a former Life magezine writ-
er and Newsweek senior editor who
is now vice chairman of the Fneyclo-
pedia Britannica board of editors.
“In no sense of the word weie the
papers handed to e es part of some
behind-tuescenes CIA - publishing
project or plot” he wrote, “Quite to
the contrary, it was1 who got wind of
their existence and managed to pry
the papers out of the sgency for use
as abock.” .. o
Preparing the hook, Gibiey sabil,
involved “a great deal of cutting and
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splicing.” But he insisted that “the
one thing we did not tamper with
was Penkovsky's words. Fveryihing

. in the papers themselvesilas pud-

“Yished] came from him. Nor did we
viclate his meaning or intentin our
euiting.” R N\
" Western specialists on the Soyiet
Union retanin dividzd over the valy
of The Penkovsky Papers as-a histocf
cal document. \

ne

‘Robert Conquest, a leading Briﬁsh'z\
scholar on Soviet offairs, says there o

is “no cvidence whatever that the
papers were in any sense faked, or
that the material attributed to Col.
Penkovsky was in any-way fabricat-
ed.” e . .
... However, Stephen 5. Rosenfeld, @
foreign affairs columnpist for the
Washington Post, deseribed  the
Penkovsky volume &s “pure propa-
ganda” and “worihless.” « S
“From ‘my general knowledze of
defectors and spies ... I would say
that the tapes were heavily cen-

sored,” to leave out of the publishad.
version meaterial that would reflect

'self-dovt, Temorse and pottincss o
-Penkovsky's part, Rosenfeld said. |
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